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In his attitude to the amalgamation, he was actuated
by the consideration that the party chests were empty,
and that it was obviously impossible to look to the
industrial magnates of Berlin for election funds,

But Stresemann was not at a loss for an expedient.
He approached the leaders of finance, who were
brooding on the bitterness of defeat and refused to
traffic with the new elements in the State, and secured
their support. Hugo Stinnes, the gigantic figure who
was to tower like a dark mountain peak over the post-
war years in Germany, and who had been just as ardent
an advocate as Stresemann, though from less unselfish
motives, of the annexation of Briey and Longwy, the
man who felt Germany's collapse as bitterly as if her
ruin had been his own, became the pillar of the German
People's Party.

Thus, at a crisis in German history, it happened that
Stresemann's powerful dynamic force, which would
perhaps have prevented the disintegration of the
Democratic Party, and still more his capacity for
learning a lesson, were not appreciated. In that same
hour when an alliance with him was felt to be intoler-
able, he was to prove himself a master of the parlia-
mentary game. In scarcely twenty-four hours, he had,
as it were, stamped his foot, and called a new party out
of the ground with himself as its leader.

Gustav Stresemann's reconciliation with the new
era was thus delayed for some time by this gesture of
defiance which was forced upon him. External cir-
cumstances, the abyss that still lay between To-day and
Yesterday, drove him back to the old position which
he had not really yet surrendered. His hour of recog-
nition was not yet to strike.